
Getting started

Thank you for choosing to join the select 
group of pilots who fly ADVANCE worldwide. 
The OMEGA 8 is the ultimate performance 
paraglider, the flagship in ADVANCE’s range. 
It’s built from ADVANCE’s heritage of suc-
cess and the very latest innovations. 

Since 1988 ADVANCE has developed the 
world’s highest quality paragliders in Thun, 
Switzerland. We pride ourselves on the 

This short guide will quickly familiarise you 
with your new OMEGA 8, but it does not re-
place the official manual. Download the of-
ficial manual at www.advance.ch/omega 
for complete instructions on set-up, mainte-
nance, flight manoeuvres and more.

The OMEGA 8 is a high performance para-
glider, designed for top level pilots with lots 
of experience of active flying through tur-
bulence. You should fly very regularly and 
maintain a good level of feeling and glider
control. Ideally you will already have a lot of 
experience flying other high performance 
wings, and have flown cross country and 
competitions.

Before delivery, your ADVANCE paraglider
must be flown by a dealer and checked for 
correct set-up. Your OMEGA 8’s set-up at 
the time of delivery is its very best. If you 
make any unapproved modifications, the 
glider will lose it’s certification. The brake line 
lengths should not be changed. They are de-
signed long enough so that at fully acceler-
ated flight, with completely released control 
lines, the trailing edge is not braked.

The OMEGA 8 comes with: 

	 •			Speed	Lines	and	Carbon	Speedbar
	 •			Inner	Bag
	 •			Compression	Strap
	 •			Easypack	Rucksack
	 •			Repair	Kit
	 •			Mini	Windsock
	 •			Booklet	Getting	Started

Take some time to set-up your speed system.

1) Thread the speed lines through your har-
 ness and connect the quicklinks  1  to-
 gether at the front of the A-risers. 
2) Adjust the length of the speed lines, en-
 suring you can use the entire speed range
 and they’re not too short. You’re now 
 ready to fly.
 

If needed, you can also change the speed at 
which the pulley action changes from 3:1 to 
2:1. As you start to push bar, the pressure is 
light – nice when your legs are bent.  Then 
as you push more bar, pressure increases 
but the distance you need to push reduces, 
which is useful when your legs are more out-
stretched. 

Adjust this transition point by moving the 
knot behind the lower ball  2  . Move the knot 
downwards if you want the transition to hap-
pen sooner. Move it up to make it happen at 
higher speeds.

It’s sometimes surprising how fast you need 
to fly to get the most out of the OMEGA 8. 
The Speed Performance Indicator (SPI) uses
the OMEGA 8’s polar curve and McCready 
theory and tells you the best speed to fly. 
First, check out your headwind, sink rate 
and ask yourself how strong your next climb 
will be. Then push bar, until you match one 
of these values to the sliding red marker. If 
more than one value applies, fly even faster,

and drop the marker down to the next set 
of values.

For maximum performance, fly with a 
streamlined harness with speed bag. The 
OMEGA 8 is NOT sensitive to wing loading. 
You’ll get the same performance out of it at 
the bottom of the weight range as you would 
at the top. 
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equipment we make and we hope you have 
many years of fantastic flying with your 
OMEGA 8.
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Warranty and Service
The OMEGA 8 is designed to be solid at 
speed. Use the speed bar like an accelerator
pedal to keep the glider stable overhead. 
Come off the bar as the glider pitches forward,
and push a little more if it nudges back. 
You’ll maximise performance by keeping the 
glider nice and steady in pitch. If you hit bad 
turbulence, come off the bar completely.

By flying actively you’ll prevent virtually all 
collapses. The OMEGA 8’s precise feedback 

gives you an intuitive feeling when the wing 
starts to unload. When using the speed sys-
tem, feel for drops in pressure. If pressure 
suddenly decreases, come off the speed 
bar.	Ride	out	the	turbulence	before	gently	
accelerating again.

If you do suffer a collapse of less than 50%, 
simply counter-brake and pump out the 
closed side. For larger deflations, take care 
not to stall the inflated side when counter-
braking. Work out cravattes by pulling on 
that side’s red-marked stabilo line.

When fully accelerated, the glider will re-
spond more abruptly. It might shoot forward 
and demand your immediate reaction. You 
may want to simulate collapses, for example 

during a SIV course. If so, simulate small col-
lapses at trim speed first and build slowly to 
partly accelerated collapses. 

With a full frontal collapse, the glider will 
drop behind you. Do not use any brake un-
til you’ve swung underneath and the wing is 
back above your head. Then after the glider 
re-inflates, lightly dampen out any surge. 

For Big Ears briskly pull the outer blue 
marked A-line of each riser at the same time. 
Pump out after releasing. For faster descent,
pull the outer two A-lines of each riser, and 
push the speedbar at the same time. This is 
the quickest and most efficient way of get-
ting out of trouble.

Enter a spiral gradually. Once established, 
don’t	use	weighshift.	Keep	your	body	weight	
centred. Ease out slowly. The OMEGA 8 only

comes out of a spiral on its own when the pi-
lot is in a neutral sitting position with neutral
brakes.

Further manoeuvres like spins, full stalls, 
deep stalls and B-line stalls are all detailed in 
the manual, available online.

Be careful when flying with a wet paraglider.
The added weight, higher angle of attack 
and water droplets on the leading edge cre-
ate the risk of deep stall on all paragliders. If 
you do get caught out, brake as little as pos-
sible, accelerate with your speed bar, and 
don’t pull big ears. In the worst case, and 
the glider deep stalls, use your speed sys-
tem to punch the glider forward again.

Fold the glider cell to cell, carefully laying 
the nylon wires on top of each other so 
they’re flat. Then fold the glider the same 
width as the inner bag. Put your wing in the 
rucksack with the folded harness on top, 
then pull the compression strap to flatten 
your harness back protection. See the video 
at www.advance.ch/easypack.

Improper use will accelerate the ageing 
process of your OMEGA 8. Do not expose 

the glider to sunlight before and after flight, 
do not expose the packed glider to exces-
sive temperature fluctuations and always 
store your glider in a dry environment.

Please register your OMEGA 8 within 10 
days of purchase. You can do this at www.
advance.ch/warranty. The ADVANCE war-
ranty covers you for three years for any de-
fects caused by manufacturing faults. Full 
details online.

Find all certification reports at www.advance.
ch/omega.

Your OMEGA 8 should be checked every 24

Active flying Collapses Flight Manouevres Packing and MaintenanceFlying with a wet glider Technical Details
Model 23 25 27 29
Flat surface m2 22.5 24.5 26.5 28.5
Aspect ratio 6.8
Take off weight 2 kg 65 - 85 75 - 95 85 - 110 100 - 130
Glider weight kg 5.4 5.7 6.0 6.4
Trim speed 1 km/h 40 (+/- 2)
Max. speed 1 km/h 59 (+/- 2)
Min. sink rate 1 m/s 1.0 (+/- 0.1)
Best glide 1 10.6 (+/- 0.1)
Certification EN	/	LTF

1   Values depending on wing loading, harness/pilot and glider size 2   Pilot, wing, equipment

months, or 12 months if used intensively.
See www.advance.ch for the worldwide 
service network.

The latest version of the official manual in-
cluding any updates, further instructions 
about safety and FAQs can all be found at 
www.advance.ch
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